
MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 

Taken before lUe Committee appointed for taking into consideration 
the Petition of Thomas Spring Rice, of Mount Trenchard, in the 
County of Limerick, Esquire; complaining of an undue Election and 
Return for the said County, 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, -2 March 1S19. 



Limerick Election Committee. 

Sabbati , 27° die Februarii , 1S19- 
Sir Thomas Baring, Baronet, in the Chair. 



Mr. Edward Parlcer called in, and sworn. 



Examined by Mr. Warren. 

W HAT is your situation in the City of Limerick ? — I am town clerk and clerk 
of the peace. 

How long have you been town clerk? — Since 1811 . 

And you are likewise clerk of the peace for the County and City of Limerick ? — 
Yes. 

Did you attend at the last election ? — I did. 

In what capacity ?— In a double capacity ; that is, both as tottn clerk and clerk of 
the peace. 

Did you sit there during the whole of the poll? — I did. 

Did you sit near the poll clerk ? — I believe I did ; I declare I cannot be very accu- 
rate ; 1 sat in the box with him. 

And saw him take the poll?— No, I cannot mind that ; I was occupied as much 
as any one could be at the poll. 

Who delivered the poll book to you ? — One of the city sheriffs. 

Who acted as the returning officer? — The city sheriffs. 

What arc the names? — Arthur Bereton and Henry Collins. 

Which of them delivered to you the poll book? — I cannot recollect; I took no 
minute of it; it was one of the sheriffs, but which of them, I do not recollect. 

In what state was the poll book when delivered to you ? — Sealed up. 

Is it sealed up now ? — It has remained in that state ever since. 

You have never opened it?— Never ; when I got it from the sheriff, I put it in my 
desk. 

What did the sheriff say, when he delivered it to you? — He delivered it as the poll 
book of the election. 

Upon what day did he deliver it to you ? — I do not recollect the day. 

Was it a day, a week, or a month after the close of the poll?— It was several days ; 
it was within a week of the close of the poll, but I do not charge my memory with 
it ; it may have been a week or more. 

Do you know what was done with the poll book, at the close of each day’s poll? — 
I do not recollect. 

Do you know whether it was delivered to any person or not? — No, I do not know 
of my own knowledge ; I believe the sheriff took the custody of the poll book each 
evening from the poll clerk. 

And the poll clerk had it again in the morning to go on with the poll ? — I think so. 
To whom, was the poll book delivered at the end of the poll ? — 1 cannot state that. 
But it was delivered to you by one of the sheriffs ? — It was. 

77- Examined 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE TIIE 



Mr. 

Edward Parker. 



Examined by Mr. Harrison. 

I understand you to say, you were much occupied with your own duty? — Vcrv 
much ; I believe, Mr. Ilice can bear testimony to that ; I was acting in a double 
capacity ; as town clerk I had the books, and when the freeholders arrived, I was 
obliged to produce the necessary affidavits, and make the necessary searches which 
occupied much time. 

You did not see the poll taken yourself? — No, I did not. 

And you do not know what was done with the poll hook in the evenin'' ? No I 

do not ; I did not see it delivered to any one in my presence that I recollect. * 
Considerable discussion took place as to the admission of the poll books so 
produced as evidence. 

The Committee determined, that the poll book should he delivered in by 
Edward Parker, as he received it from the returning officer. 

Committee] You will please to deliver in the sealed-up parcel which you have 
brought from Limerick . — [Books produced .] 

Is that what you received from the sheriff? — Yes, it has been tied up with a piece 
of tape, and the seal has never been broken since ; I received it from the sheriff' as 
the poll book. 

Committee determine, that sufficient evidence has not been adduced to 
satisfy the Committee that the sealed up papers, purporting to be the 
poll book of Limerick, is such. 



Witness recalled ; Examined by Mr. Warren. 

Were you present at the close of the poll? No, not exactly ; I was not when 

the election closed. There was a great tumult in the court house, and I was afraid 
something might happen to the corporation books. 

Were you present when the numbers were declared by the returning officer ? 

I believe I was ; I do not recollect to a certainty. 

Did you see whether the returning officer had the poll book in his hand or not? — 
I do not recollect. 

Try and recollect, what did he declare the numbers from ? — I really do not recollect 
whether it was from the court house where the officer returned the numbers, or not. 
I left the court house some time before the election closed ; and I cannot declare 
whether it was so or not. 



Mr. Andrew Cray sworn ; examined by Mr. Warren, 

What are you ? — I am an apprentice to an attorney. 

Were you present at the last election for the City of Limerick ?— I was. 

Did you act in any situation in that election for any person ? Yes. 

What was it ? — As a check clerk for Mr. Rice. 

What was the name of the poll clerk? — Mr. Minchin. 

He was appointed by the sheriff? — Yes. 

How farwere you from the poll clerk at the election?— I was sittins bv Mr. Minchin 
During the whole of the election ? — Yes. ° ^ 

From morning till night? — Yes. 

Do you happen to know what became of the poll book at the close of each day's 
poll ?— At the close of each day s poll, when the clerk totted up tile poll book, he 
handed it up to the sheriff. 1 ’ 

Do you attend early in the morning, before the poll be^an ?— Yes "enerallv 
Did you see any body give the poll books back to the poll clerk in the morning ? 
— No. ° 

You stated, that yon obseryed the poh book given by the poll clerk to one of 

the sheriffs at the end of each day s poll ? Yes. 

What did he do with it ?— He counted the state of the poll. 

What became of the book ?• — I cannot say what became of it ; but I saw it in 
the morning in the possession of the poll clerk ; I have seen him take it up 

ihe book was given the sheriffs, one of them, every day! Yes 

Were you present when the poll closed ? — I was. 

Did you bear the numbers declared ? — Yes. 

By whom ?— By one of the sheriffs. 

book° nl " hat book?— From the p° n booit ; 1 fHink he declared them from the poll 



Do 
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON LIMERICK ELECTION. 3 

Do you know what the sheriffs did with the books after he had declared the 
numbers ? — I cannot say. 

You do not know at all what he did with it? — No. 

Did you compare your check-book with the poll book during the election?-- 
Occasionally I looked over the poll book. 

What I ask you is, whether at the close of the day’s poll, you compared one book 
with another, to see that they were the same ? — No; I do not recollect. 

But occasionally you looked over the poll book ? — Yes, there were four or five. 

Should you know the hand-writing? — Yes, if I saw them. 

Had you ever seen that poll clerk write before ? — Yes ; I saw him write once before. 

Did you look over him often when he was writing? — Yes. 

And you should know his hand ? — Yes. 

How long did the election last? — It lasted 21 days, I think. 

Do you happen to know, how many different books were employed by the poll 
clerk ? — I do not exactly recollect, but I think four or five. 

Examined by Mr. Harrison. 

What I understand you to state is, that the sheriff' called the state of the poll 
from the book? — Yes. 

But you do not mean to say, that you know that the sheriff had it all night, nor 
what he did with it ? — No, I generally went about my business ; and I only saw the 
sheriff' have the book in his hand to call the poll from. 

What became of it, you do not know ? — No, but I saw the poll clerk bring it into 
the room in the morning ; I think I saw him once or twice. 

And, perhaps, he may, or may not, have had it all night, for any thing you know 
to the contrary? — No, I do not know. 

The room was cleared. 

The Committee determined, That the evidence of Andrew Cray is not of a 
nature to induce the Committee to accept the sealed up papers as the poll 
book of the City of Limerick. 

Mr. Warren , on the part of the Petitioner, applied to the Committee for time 
to send to Ireland for the poll clerk. 

Mr. Harrison opposed the application. 

The Committee determined, That the Chairman should not apply to the 
House for leave to adjourn for ten days, to enable the Petitioners to send 
for the poll clerk. 

Mr. Warren next proposed to prove, by other evidence, that Mr. Rice and 
Mr. Vcreker were candidates. 

Which being objected to by Mr. Harrison ; 

The Committee determined, that in the absence of the poll book, parol 
evidence could not be admitted to prove that the petitioner and sitting 
members were Candidates. 

Mr. Warren next proposed that the sealed paper should be opened before 
the Committee, to ascertain if the sheriff’s attestation was attached to it. 

Mr. Harrison objected. 

The Committee determined, That the books which had been delivered in, 
sealed up, could not be opened to prove the attestation of the sheriffs. 

Mr. Warren next proposed to recall Andrew Cray, to prove the subject 
matter of a conversation between him and the town clerk, touching the 
poll book. 

Resolved, That the witness be not called in. 
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